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Our work touches 

everyday life. 

 

From the water you drink to the air 

you breathe to the buildings and 

communities where you live, work 

and play. 

 

Spotts, Stevens and McCoy is a 

family-owned regional 

engineering, environmental, and 

surveying firm serving local and 

global clients. We engineer 

solutions for a better world. Our 

work touches everyday life; from 

the water you drink, to the air you 

breathe, to the buildings and 

communities where you live, work 

and play.  

 

EXPERTISE 

• Building Engineering 

• Site and Civil Engineering 

• Survey, Data Capture and 

Modeling 

• Water and Wastewater 

Engineering 

• Construction Phase Services 

 

@ssmgroup.com 

Disinfection Requirements Rule (DRR) 

Proposed Chapter 109 (Safe Drinking Water) 

General Update and Fees 

Updates existing regulations pertaining to treatment technique requirements for 

pathogens, permit fees, and monitoring and reporting requirements. 

 

The proposed amendments are intended to: 

• Incorporate the remaining general update provisions that were separated from 

the proposed Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) as ordered by the 

Environmental Quality Board as follows: 

o Clarify source water assessment and protection program requirements 

o Revise treatment technique and turbidity performance requirements. 

o Revise permit requirements and design standards, and add new 

requirements for alarm and shutdown capabilities. 

o Require auxiliary power or an alternate provision, such as adequate finished 

water storage or interconnections. 

• Establish new annual fees and amend existing permit fees. 

• Incorporate additional general updates that will: 

o Establish the regulatory basis for issuing general permits. 

o Clarify that non-community water systems require a permit or approval from 

DEP prior to construction or operation. 

o Address concerns related to gaps in monitoring and tracking of back-up 

water sources and entry points. 

 

Status Update 

• The Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) submitted its 

comments, recommendations and objections on October 25, 2017. 

• DEP discussed the draft Final-Form Rule at the December 7, 2017  Technical 

Assistance Center (TAC) Board Meeting. 

• The final Form Rule was presented by PA DEP at the Environmental Quality Board 

(EQB) Meeting on April 17, 2018. 

• PA DEP submitted the Safe Drinking Water General Update and Fees final 

rulemaking on May 11, 2018 to the IRRC for review and consideration as well as 

the PA House and Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committees. 

• The final rulemaking is expected to be considered by IRRC at its public meeting 

on Thursday, June 28, 2018. 

• The Final Form: Safe Drinking Water General Updates and Fees (25 PA Code 

Chapter 109) is available on ICC’s webpage: www.irrc.state.pa.us 

 

Provisions 

• Amends existing permit fees and adds new annual fees to supplement DEP’s 

costs and fill the funding gap of $7.5 million. 

• Annual Fee Ranges 

o Community Water Systems - $250 - $40,000 

o Non-Community Water Systems - $50 - $1,000 

o Bottled, Vended, Retail and Bulk Water Haulers - $1,000 - $2,500 

• The new annual fees will be required beginning January 2, 2018 to allow systems 

to include the new fees in their 2019 budgets. 

• Provides for new requirements for treatment plant alarm and shut-down 

capabilities and auxiliary power requirements.  

The Disinfection Requirements Rule (DRR) was published in the PA Bulletin on April 28, 

2018. The amendments are intended to protect public health through a multiple barrier 

approach designed to guard against microbial contamination by ensuring the adequacy of 

treatment designed to inactivate microbial pathogens and the integrity of drinking water 

distribution systems.  

 

The significant requirements of the DRR fall into two categories: provisions that are effective 

immediately and provisions that have delayed implementation dates. 

Provisions effective now: 

• Distribution System Residual Data: All water systems reporting distribution system 

disinfectant residual data must begin reporting individual residual measurements 

instead of the average result value and number of measurements.  

• Minimum Entry Point Disinfectant Residual: Water systems using filtered surface water 

(SW) or groundwater under the direct influence of SW (GUDI) sources must maintain a 

minimum disinfectant residual at the entry point (EP) of at least 0.20mg/L. 

• Calculating & Reporting Log Inactivation: Water systems using filtered SW or GUDI 

sources must calculate the Giardia log (%) inactivation at least once/day during the hour 

of expected peak flow.  

Safe drinking water is vital to 

maintaining healthy and 

sustainable communities. 

Proactively avoiding incidents 

such as waterborne disease 

outbreaks can prevent loss of life, 

reduce the incidents of illness 

and reduce health care costs. 

Proper investment in public water 

system infrastructure and 

operations helps ensure a 

continuous supply of safe 

drinking water, enables 

communities to plan and build 

future capacity for economic 

growth, and ensures their long-

term sustainability.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Serena DiMagno 

Sr. Environmental Consultant 

serena.dimagno@ssmgroup.com 

Provisions with delayed implementation:  

• Sample Siting Plan: All community water 

systems, any non-transient non-community 

water system with chemical disinfection and 

any transient non-community water system with 

filtration of SW or GUDI sources or 4-log 

disinfection of GW sources must develop and 

submit a DRR sampling plan by October 29, 

2018.  

• Distribution System Minimum Residual: All 

community water systems, any non-transient 

non-community water system with chemical 

disinfection and any transient non-community 

water system with filtration of SW or GUDI 

sources or 4-log disinfection of GW sources 

must maintain a minimum disinfectant residual 

concentration in the distribution system of at 

least 0.2 mg/L (unless a higher number has 

been specified in a permit) beginning April 29, 

2019. 

• Nitrification Control Plan: Any community or 

non-transient non-community water system 

using chloramines or purchasing water treated 

with chloramines must develop and implement 

a nitrification control plan by April 29, 2019.  

 

DOWNLOAD SUMMARY 

http://www.irrc.state.pa.us/
http://www.ssmgroup.com/blog/2018/6/5/regulatory-update-disinfection-requirements-rule
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Administratively, the duties of the 

PA One Call are being transferred 

from the Department of Labor and 

Industry to the Public Utility 

Commission (PUC). There will also 

be changes to the way violations 

are handled.  

 

Enforcement by the PUC will entail 

investigating alleged violations by a 

Damage Prevention Investigator 

and the formation of a Damage 

Prevention Committee. The 

Damage Prevention Investigator 

will present findings and 

recommendations to the Damage 

Prevention Committee if it is 

determined that a violation 

occurred. The Committee can 

issue a warning, require the person 

to attend training, or issue an 

“informal determination” to modify 

or dismiss a recommendation/ 

impose a penalty. 

 

Tiered Maximum Penalties:  

• Repair - up to $5,000/violation if 

repair is less than $3,000; up to 

$10,000/violation if repair is 

greater than $3,000; up to 

$50,000 with injury, death or 

property damage greater than 

$25,000;  

• Administrative - penalties for 

repeat offenders, and tiered 

maximum limits ($1,000, $5,000 

or $10,000) based on personal 

injury or property damage 

assessment. 

 

Appeals will be referred to the 

PUC’s Bureau of Investigation and 

Enforcement as a “formal 

complaint”. 

 

The Bill includes several new 

definitions many of which are 

aimed at the natural resources 

extraction industries (natural 

Changes to PA One Call 

Amendment highlights to the Underground Utility Line Protection Law which 

went into effect April 28, 2018. 

gas, pipeline, and oil and gas well 

issues), excepting surface mining and 

coal mining.  

  

Duties and requirements of Facility 

Owners:  

• Participate in the One Call 

System’s Members Mapping 

Solutions, requirements to be 

determined. 

• Communicate directly with 

excavator within two hours after re-

notification when Facility Owner 

failed to respond to a location 

request.  

• Submit reports of alleged violations 

to PUC within 30 business days if 

cost to repair is greater than 

$2,500. 

• Maintain existing records of 

abandoned “main” lines and 

locate, if possible.  

  

Duties of Designers:  

• Report violations to PUC within 30 

business days. 

• Paying a “request fee” (annual) to 

the One Call System. 

  

Duties of Excavators:  

• Report if facilities lines are struck or 

damaged. 

• Requesting facility location before 

excavation and paying a locate 

request fee (annual). 

• Re-notifying if a facility is unmarked 

or incorrectly marked.  

  

Duty of Project Owner:  

• Provide report within 10 business 

days if owner believes a violation 

(line damage) occurred. 

 

Pennsylvania 811 

2018 PA Safety Day 

Conferences 

 

Tuesday, June 26 

Blair County Convention Center 

1 Convention Center Dr. 

Altoona PA 16602 

 

Thursday, June 28 

York Expo Center 

Mid Atlantic Industrial Memorial East 

and West 

334 Carlisle Ave. 

York PA 17404 

 

Thursday, September 20 

Pittsburgh International Airport 

Allegheny County Field Mtnce. Bldg. 

Hangar Road 

Moon PA 15108 

 

#PASafetyDays18 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

www.paonecall.org/SafetyDays 

www.paonecall.org/EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

Download FAQs 

HELPFUL GUIDE – download a copy of 
the Act showing changes and 
clarifications. 
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UU
LPA_Act%2050%20of%20201701121
8.pdf 

HELPFUL GUIDE 

– download a copy 

of the Act showing 

changes and 

clarifications. 

http://www.paonecall.org/SafetyDays
http://www.paonecall.org/EVENTS
http://www.ssmgroup.com/blog/2018/6/5/regulatory-update-pa-one-call
http://www.ssmgroup.com/blog/2018/6/5/regulatory-update-pa-one-call
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UULPA_Act 50 of 2017011218.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UULPA_Act 50 of 2017011218.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UULPA_Act 50 of 2017011218.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UULPA_Act 50 of 2017011218.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UULPA_Act 50 of 2017011218.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UULPA_Act 50 of 2017011218.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UULPA_Act 50 of 2017011218.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kaley/Downloads/UULPA_Act 50 of 2017011218.pdf
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The proposed amendments are intended to: 

• Incorporate the remaining general update provisions that were 

separated from the proposed Revised Total Coliform Rule 

(RTCR) as ordered by the Environmental Quality Board as 

follows: 

o Clarify source water assessment and protection program 

requirements. 

o Revise treatment technique and turbidity performance 

requirements. 

o Revise permit requirements and design standards, and add 

new requirements for alarm and shutdown capabilities. 

o Require auxiliary power or an alternate provision, such as 

adequate finished water storage or interconnections. 

• Establish new annual fees and amend existing permit fees. 

• Incorporate additional general updates that will: 

o Establish the regulatory basis for issuing general permits. 

o Clarify that non-community water systems require a permit or 

approval from DEP prior to construction or operation. 

o Address concerns related to gaps in monitoring and tracking 

of back-up water sources and entry points. 

 

Status Update 

• The Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) 

submitted its comments, recommendations and objections on 

October 25, 2017. 

• DEP discussed the draft Final-Form Rule at the December 7, 

2017 Technical Assistance Center (TAC) Board Meeting. 

• The Final-Form Rule was presented by PA DEP at the 

Environmental Quality Board (EQB) Meeting on April 17, 2018. 

• PA DEP submitted the Safe Drinking Water General Update and 

Fees final rulemaking on May 11, 2018 to the IRRC for review and 

consideration as well as the PA House and Senate Environmental 

Resources and Energy Committees. 

• The final rulemaking is expected to be considered by IRRC at its 

public meeting on Thursday, June 28, 2018. 

• The Final Form: Safe Drinking Water General Updates and Fees 

(25 PA Code Chapter 109) is available on IRCC’s webpage: 

(www.irrc.state.pa.us). 

 

Provisions 

• Amends existing permit fees and adds new annual fees to 

supplement DEP’s costs and fill the funding gap of $7.5 million. 

• Annual Fee Ranges 

o Community Water Systems - $250 - $40,000 

o Non-Community Water Systems - $50 - $1,000 

o Bottled, Vended, Retail and Bulk Water Haulers - $1,000 - 

$2,500 

• The new annual fees will be required beginning January 2, 2019 

to allow systems to include the new fees in their 2019 budgets. 

• Provides for new requirements for treatment plant alarm and 

shut-down capabilities and auxiliary power requirements.  

Proposed Chapter 109 (Safe Drinking Water) General Update and Fees 

Updates existing regulations pertaining to treatment technique requirements for 

pathogens, permit fees, and monitoring and reporting requirements. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Serena DiMagno 

Sr. Environmental Consultant 

serena.dimagno@ssmgroup.com 

DOWNLOAD SUMMARY 

http://www.irrc.state.pa.us/
http://www.irrc.state.pa.us/
http://www.ssmgroup.com/blog/2018/6/5/regulatory-update-chapter-109-safe-drinking-water
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American Institute of Architects www.aia.org 

Conference on Architecture | New York | June 21 - 23 

 

IFMA Lehigh Valley https://ifmalehighvalley.org/ 

Kalahari Resort Tour| Pocono Mountains | June 21   

  

ASHRAE www.ashrae.org 

Annual Conference | Houston | June 23 - 27 

 

APPA www.appa.org 

Annual Conference & Exhibition | Washington DC | August 3 - 5 

 

Chesapeake Tri-Association Conference www.chesapeaketricon.org 

Annual Conference | Ocean City MD | August 28-31  

 

PA Municipal Authorities Association www.municipalauthorities.org 

Annual Conference and Trade Show | Erie | September 9 - 12 

 

Water Works Operators Association of PA http://wwoap.org 

Annual Conference | Boalsburg | September 23 - 26 

 

ERAPPA www.erappa2018.org 

Annual Conference | Manchester | September 30 - October 3 

 

PA American Planning Association www.planningpa.org 

Annual Conference | Erie | October 14 - 16 

 

Lancaster Chamber of Commerce http://info.lancasterchamber.com/expo/ 

Business Expo | Spooky Nook Sports| October 25 - 26   

 

American Water Works Association www.awwa.org 

Water Infrastructure Conference | Atlanta | October 28 - 31 

Save the Date - 2018 Conferences 

Matt Smith Receives 

Certification as 

Drone Pilot 

 

Matt Smith, Survey Crew Chief, has 

received his certification as a FAA 

Certified Remote Pilot. Smith is one 

of three certified pilots at SSM. He is a 

graduate of Pennsylvania College of 

Technology, Associate of Applied 

Science and Forest Technology, with 

over 15 years of surveying and data 

capture. 

 

On June 21st, 2016 the FAA finalized 

a new regulatory framework for small, 

unmanned aerial systems. Titled  

Part 107, these new regulations 

created a new drone certification 

process that covers the majority of 

low-risk, commercial UAS flight 

operations for all commercially 

operated drones. Commercial refers 

to any kind of flight operation that can 

be tied to economic benefit. These 

new regulations were implemented on 

August 29, 2016. 

 

VIEW  SOME  RECENT 

DRONE  FLIGHTS 

http://www.aia.org/
https://ifmalehighvalley.org/
https://ifmalehighvalley.org/
http://www.ashrae.org/
http://www.appa.org/
http://www.chesapeaketricon.org/
http://www.municipalauthorities.org/
http://wwoap.org/
http://wwoap.org/
http://www.erappa2018.org/
http://www.planningpa.org/
http://info.lancasterchamber.com/expo/
http://info.lancasterchamber.com/expo/
http://www.awwa.org/
http://www.ssmgroup.com/drone-applications

